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Museums and  In comparison with our progress in the pro-
art galleries    vision of well arranged libraries, the position
as regards museums and art collections is
extremely unsatisfactory.   We have, of course, our great
national museums and galleries, which on the whole will bear
comparison with those of any other country in the world, and
we have also a large number of public museums other than
these. But partly through lack of adequate financial support,
and partly through lack of clearly defined aims, these institu-
tions fall very far short of achieving their maximum effect upon
the intellectual and aesthetic Jife of the^people. A museum,
whether a great or a small one, must fulfil certain conditions,
if it is to be a real instrument of education. If it be a mere
collection of miscellaneous odds and ends, then, however
interesting each item may be in itself, the museum as a whole
provides only brief periods of amusement for gaping sight-
1 seers. To achieve its true object, that of promoting the educa-
tion of the people, it must have its own individual purpose or
set of purposes, the objects must be carefully classified on
sound historical principles, unnecessary duplication must be
rigidly excluded, the arrangements for actual exhibition must
be adequate, funds must be available for suitable extensions
and for filling up gaps, a supply of well-trained curators must
be gradually made available—and, to crown all, the arts of the
advertiser must be fully enlisted, in order that the public may
be made aware of the treasures that are at the disposal of all
who value contact with realities, as distinguished from the
descriptions to be found in books.
As a nation, we began well by establishing the British
Museum to 1753 and the National Gallery in 1824, but our
support of such means of education as these has by no means
kept pace with out national provision for all other forms of
education. Our museums and art' galleries have been called,
not without good reason, the Cinderella of our social services.

